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(54) Method and arrangements for facilitating the sharing of audiovisual products 



(57) An arrangement (100) and method are dis- 
closed for sharing a content item (1 01 ) such as a music 
title with a second user. A first user (110) grabs a piece 
of music from the title and sends said piece of music to 
a friend (130). The user device (110) adds a content 
identifier and a user identifier identifying the sender to 



the transmitted piece of music. The recipient reproduces 
the piece of music (1 02). If he or she subsequently de- 
cides to buy the complete title, the sender will obtain an 
award from the content owner (130) for promoting the 
title. This electronic version of "mouth-to-mouth " mar- 
keting encourages people to spread music clips and 
convince friends to purchase content items. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The invention relates to a method and system 
for sharing of a content item. The invention also relates 
to a first user device, a second user device and a facil- 
itating device for use in such a system. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] While watching a movie or listening to a music 
title, it often happens that a person wishes that a friend 
or acquaintance would share the same content item. In 
the exponentially growing world of broadcasted audio- 
visual content, the chance becomes smaller and small- 
er. Once a content item is being broadcast, it is too late 
to start a recording which can be sent to that other per- 
son. II is very lime-consuming and tedious for a person 
to obtain a copy on tape from the broadcasting organi- 
zation, and very costly and labor-intensive for the broad- 
casting organization itself. 

[0003] Even when a person does have a recording of 
the content item, it is not easy for him to quickly present 
it to another person. He would have to make a selection 
of representative moments in the playback of the con- 
tent item, which is not easy to do with most consumer 
equipment. Further, copyright law puts restrictions on 
what one person may share from a content item with 
other persons. 

OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] It is an object of the invention to provide a an 
arrangement for facilitating the sharing of a content item, 
which is easy to use. 

[0005] This object is achieved according to the inven- 
tion in an arrangement as claimed in claim 1 . A first user 
selects a content item which he wants to share with an- 
other user. He generates a representation of the content 
item, for example, by grabbing a 20 second sequence 
from a music track. The representation includes a con- 
tent identifier identifying the item. This identifier may be 
inherently present, for example, by means of a water- 
mark embedded by the content originator, or added to 
the content by the user's device in the form of metadata 
or a watermark. In the same manner, a user identifier is 
added to the representation. The representation includ- 
ing the content identifier and user identifier is then sent 
to another user, for example, a friend or acquaintance, 
who is believed to be interested in the same content. In 
response to reception of the representation, the other 
user may buy the full content item. To this end, his device 
transmits the content identifier and user identifier to a 
facilitating device. The facilitator then delivers the con- 
tent item as identified by the content identifier Obvious- 
ly, he will charge the second user for said delivery. In 
turn for promoting the content, the facilitator submits an 
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award to the first user, who is identified by the user iden- 
tifier. With the invention is achieved that the spread of 
content, for example, music dips, is encouraged. 

5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] These and other aspects of the invention will 
be apparent from and elucidated with reference to the 
embodiments shown in the drawing, in which: 

10 

Figure 1 schematically shows an arrangement com- 
prising a first user device, a facilitating device and 
a second user device according to the invention. 

15 DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0007] Figure 1 schematically shows an arrangement 
1 00 for facilitating the sharing of a content item 101. The 
arrangement 100 comprises a first user device 110, a 

20 facilitating device 120 and a second user device 130. 
Some of the features indicated in the drawings are typ- 
ically implemented in software, and as such represent 
software entities, such as software modules or objects. 
[0008] In this embodiment, the first user device 11 0 is 

25 a digital music player. The content item is a music title. 
It will be appreciated that the device may also be a tel- 
evision receiver for reproducing television programs or 
a DVD video player. The device comprises a a repre- 
sentation generating module 1 1 1 , a transmitting module 

30 112, a payment module 113, and a local storage 114. 
The music player can play content items such as CD 
tracks or MP3 files. The content items may be loaded 
from local storage 1 1 4 or received from external sources 
such as Internet or radio broadcasts. The device 110 

35 may also be arranged for recording content received 
from external sources on the memory 1 1 4 for later play- 
back. The user device may even comprise a micro- 
phone for picking up a live concert. The user uses a re- 
mote control 1 15 or other input device to control the op- 

40 eration of the first user device 110. 

[0009] Since there is a huge amount of content items 
available in practice, and this amount will only increase 
in the near future, the first user device 1 1 0 may need to 
employ some filtering mechanism to allow the user to 

45 view only those content items he likes. This filtering 
mechanism could for Instance automatically record any 
content item that fits a user profile for the user, so that 
the user can play back those content items at the time 
and in the order he desires. This means that a number 

so of recorded content items can be present in the memory 
114. 

[0010] When the user, through filtering, flipping chan- 
nels, browsing the memory 114 or some other means, 
finds the content item 101, which he likes, he may de- 
55 cide that he would like to share this content item 101 
with another user. To this end, the first user device 110 
comprises a content item selector 11 6, which can for in- 
stance be realized as a button on the remote control 115, 
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or 'as a 'soft key* on a display screen of the first user 
device 110. The user uses this selector 116 to indicate 
his desire to share the content item presently being re- 
produced. 

[001 1] When the user uses the selector 1 1 6 } a repre- 
sentation generating module 111 in the device is acti- 
vated, which generates a representation of the content 
item including a content identifier. In an embodiment of 
the invention, the representation is constituted by a 
short sequence of the music track. In the case of a mov- 
ie, the representation may be a still or a sequence of still 
images taken from the movie. The user may even com- 
pose a representation himself. In its simplest form, it is 
a straightforward text message. 

[0012] The representation generating module 111 al- 
so adds a content identifier to the representation. The 
content identifier can identify the conicnts m various 
ways. The identifier may be already present in metadata 
accompanying the content item 101 . or already embed- 
ded as a watermark in the content item 101. It may also 
be derived from, for instance, the date, time and channel 
that the user was listening to when he used the selector 
116. This information is usually sufficient to determine 
which content item was being played. The user may 
even enter the content identifier himself. 
[001 3] Further in response to the activation of selector 
116, the representation generation module 111 adds a 
user identifier to the representation, for example, the us- 
er's name and e-mail address. Again, this identifier may 
be added as metadata or embedded as a watermark. 
[0014] The representation generating module 111 
then passes the representation including the content 
identifier and user identifier to a transmitting module 112 
which transmits it to the second user 1 30. The user may 
optionally add a personal message for the other user to 
this transmission. The recipient can be addressed di- 
rectly through e-mail or a portable medium such as dis- 
kette. 

[0015] The second user device 130 comprises a re- 
ceiving module 1 31 , a rendering module 1 32, and a pay- 
ment module 133. The receiving module 131 receives 
the representation 102 and extracts the content identi- 
fier and user identifier. The rendering module 132 
presents the representation 102, and displays the send- 
er of the representation on a screen. The rendering 
module 132 may also display a "buy" button on the 
screen. The recipient can now decide whether he or she 
wants to buy the full content item 101 . 
[001 6] When the second user orders the content item, 
the device 130 establishes a connection with the facili- 
tating device 120. The facilitating device 120 comprises 
a receiving module 121 which receives the content iden- 
tifier and the user identifier. The facilitating device 1 20 
is also provided with an electronic payment module 1 22 
for receiving an electronic payment from the second us- 
er device 120 and submitting an electronic payment to 
the first user device 110. In order to receive the latter 
payment^the first user device comprises a payment 
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module 113. 

[00171 The facilitating device 120 can be realized as 
a computer program product being arranged for causing 
a processor to execute the method according to the in- 

5 vention. The computer program product enables a pro- 
grammable device when executing said computer pro- 
gram product to function as the facilitating device 120. 
[0018] In the above-described embodiment, the rep- 
resentation of content item 101 is generated by the first 

10 user device. It is also possible to let the facilitating de- 
vice 120 generate the representation. In such an em- 
bodiment of the invention, the first user establishes a 
connection with the facilitating device 120, and trans- 
mits the content identifier and the user identifier, as well 

15 as a further user identifier identifying the second user 
130. In response thereto, the facilitating device gener- 
ates the representation and sends said representation 
including the content identifier and user identifier to the 
second user device. 

20 [0019] An arrangement (100) and method are dis- 
closed for sharing a content item (101 ) such as a music 
title with a second user. A first user (110) grabs a piece 
of music from the title and sends said piece of music to 
a friend (130). The user device (110) adds a content 

25 identifier and a user identifier identifying the sender to 
the transmitted piece of music. The recipient reproduces 
the piece of music (102). If he or she subsequently de- 
cides to buy the complete title, the sender will obtain an 
award from the content owner (130) for promoting the 

30 title. This electronic version of "mouth-to-mouth" mar- 
keting encourages people to spread music clips and 
convince friends to purchase content items. 

35 claims 

1. A system for sharing a content item, comprising a 
first user device, a facilitating device and a second 
user device, 

40 the first user device comprising means for 

generating a representation of said content item, 
said representation being provided with a content 
identifier, means for adding to the representation a 
user identifier identifying the first user, 

45 the second user device comprising means for 

receiving the representation including the content 
identifier and user identifier from the first user de- 
vice, and means for transmitting the content identi- 
fier and user identifier to the facilitating device, 

50 the facilitating device comprising payment 

means for submitting a payment to the first user in 
response to reception of the identifiers from the sec- 
ond user device. 

55 2. The system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the sec- 
ond user device comprises means for ordering from 
the facilitating device the content item identified by 
the content identifier. 
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The system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the first 
user device further comprises means for grabbing 
from the content item a sequence constituting said 
representation of the content item. 

5 

A first user device for use in the system of claim 1 , 
comprising means for generating a representation 
of a content item, said representation being provid- 
ed with a content identifier, means for adding to the 
representation a user identifier identifying the user, 10 
means for transmitting the representation including 
the content identifier and user identifier to a second 
user device. 

A second user device for use in the system of claim is 
1, comprising means for receiving from a first user 
device a representation of a content item, the rep- 
resentation including a content identifier and user 
identifier identifying the first user, means for trans- 
mitting the content identifier and user identifier to a 20 
facilitating device. 

A facilitating device for use in the system of claim 
1 , comprising means for receiving from a second 
user device a content identifier and a user identifier, 25 
means for delivering to the second user the content 
item identified by the content identifier, and means 
for submitting a payment to a first user identified by 
said user identifier. 

30 

A method of facilitating the sharing of a content 
item, comprising the steps of receiving from a sec- 
ond user device a content identifier and a user iden- 
tifier, delivering to the second user the content item 
identified by the content identifier, and submitting a 35 
payment to a first user identified by said user iden- 
tifier. 

A computer program product being arranged for 
causing a computer to execute the method of claim *o 
7. 



1229469A1_I_> 



EP 1 229 469 A1 




BNSOOCID: <EP 1229469A1 J_> 



5 



EP 1 229 469 A1 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 01 20 0357 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate. 
of relevant passages 



WO 00 79393 A (LEVIN RAMEL ; YEHESKEL MURAD 
KELLY (ID; ISHARE INC (US)) 
28 December 2000 (2000-12-28) 

* abstract * 

* page 6, line 23 - page 7, line 22 * 

* page 8, line 16 * page 10. line 2 * 

W0 00 33272 A (PINNACLE COMMUNICATIONS 
INTERN) 8 June 2000 (2000-06-08) 

* the whole document * 

W0 01 01307 A (BRODIA GROUP) 

4 January 2001 (2001-01-04) 

* abstract * 

US 5 963 916 A (KAPLAN JOSHUA D) 

5 October 1999 (1999-10-05) 

* abstract * 



The present search report has been drawn up tor all claims 



Piaco cA search 

THE HAGUE 



Relevant 
to claim 



1,2,4-8 



1-8 



1-8 



1-8 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lntCl.7) 



G06F 17/60 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (im.C1.7) 



G06F 



Oat* o4 completion c* (he veaicfi 

10 July 2001 



Van Dop, E 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X : pariicutarty ratovant I taken alone 

V : particularly relevant I combined with another 

document c4 the same category 
A : technological background 
O . fiou-wrtUfti dJscfcisur* 
P : Intermediate document 



T : theory or principle underlying the invent ton 
E : earlier patent document, hut published on. or 

after the filing date 
D : document cted in Ihe application 
L : document cited for othor reasons 

& . member of the some patent f amity, mn-esnnrtdtrtg 
document 



ff. 



m 



T2 



6 



BNSOOCID: <EP 1229469A1 J_> 



EP 1 229 469 A1 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 01 20 0357 



This annex lists me patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained in me European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information. 

10-07-2001 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 


Publication 


cited in search report 




date 




member* s) 


date 


WO 0079393 


A 


28-12-2000 


AU 


6053800 A 


09-01-2001 


WO 0033272 


A 


08-06-2000 


AU 


3108600 A 


19-06-2000 


W0 0101307 


A 


04-01-2001 


AU 


5886300 A 


31-01-2001 


US 5963916 


A 


05-10-1999 


US 


5237157 A 


17-08-1993 



o 

u* For more < 



O 

o 

3 



\ about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office. No. 12/82 



7 



BNSOOCIO. <EP 1220469A1_L> 



